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Translator’s Note 


All the perfect praises and thanks are for Allah, the Rabb of all that 
exists; and may He make good mention (in the Loftiest Gathering of 
Angels) of, and bestow peace upon, our Prophet Muhammad, his 
family, his companions and all those who follow them upon 
righteousness until the Last Day. To Proceed: 

This is a translation of the treatise ‘The Meaning of the Statement of 
TawhTd' by Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Abdul-Wahhab si which is 
included in the collection of his writings, published by the 
Muhammad bin Sa‘ud Islamic University, K.S.A. (v.l, p.363). To 
increase its benelit, I have included the explanation of Shaykh Salih 
al-Fawzan, which was transcribed from one of his lessons by Shaykh 
‘Abdus-Salam as-Sulayman and printed under the title: ‘Shark TafsJr 
Kalimat-it-Tawhid,' (published by Darul Imam Ahmad, Egypt). The 
treatise has only one other explanation to the best of my knowledge, 
and that is by the late ‘Allamah ‘Abdullah al-Jibrln (Arabic only, see 
www.ibn-jebreen.com). 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Allah for all His favours 
and for giving me the ability to complete this work, after that, I would 
like to thank my family for their support, in particular - my wife Umm 
‘Abdillah for her editing and proof-reading. We ask Allah to accept 
this effort and make it purely for His sake. 

Written by one hoping for his Rabb’s pardon 

Abu Fatimah Azhar Majothi 
Darul Imam Muslim 
Leicester (UK) 

02/11/10 C.E. Corresponding to 25/11/1431 A.H. 
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Note: 

The translations of the meanings of the Qur‘an have been adapted 
from the Noble Qur‘an translation by Dr. Muhsin Khan and Dr. 
Taqiuddln al-Hilall. 









The Explanation The Text 



Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Abdul-Wahhab was asked about the 
meaning of La ilaha illAllah (there is none worthy of worship in truth 
but Allah), and he replied by saying: Know, may Allah the Most High 
have mercy on you, that this statement is the divider between disbelief 
and Islam. 111 


m In the Name of Allah ar-Rahman ar-Rahim. All praise belongs to 
Allah and may He make good mention of, and bestow peace upon, the 
Messenger of Allah, his family and Companions. As for what follows: 

The statement La ilaha illAllah is a tremendous statement, light upon the 
tongue and heavy on the scales (of good deeds) because in reality, it 
incorporates Islam. However this statement is not merely an utterance, 
rather it has a meaning and a requirement; it has pillars and conditions 
that are essential in understanding it; and had the intent been merely 
pronouncing it, then all those who say it would become Muslim because 
it is easy to say La ilaha illAllah and become a Muslim without doing 
anything from actions. Therefore this statement is tremendous, however it 
has a meaning, a requirement, pillars and conditions which are essential 
in realising it, and due to this, indeed it will not benefit except with the 
presence of the aforementioned things. 


This statement has names, from them: that it is the statement of ikhlas 
(sincerity) because it negates Shirk with Allah and affirms all worship 
for Allah 3k>; due to that, it is named the statement of sincerity, i.e. 
sincerity of Tawhid , sincerity of worship and refrainment of Shirk with 
Allah M. And it is called the statement of Taqwa , just as Allah the Most 
High said: 


4jjl Jjjll 1 4^^* £ !j) j£& ^ jl 
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The Explanation 


UJLp 4jj| I 

“When those who disbelieve had put in their hearts pride and 
haughtiness - the pride and haughtiness of the time of ignorance, - 
then Allah sent down His sakinah (calmness and tranquillity) 
upon His Messenger (M) and upon the believers, and made them 
stick to the word of piety (i.e. none has the right to be worshipped 
in truth but Allah); and they were well entitled to it and worthy of 
it. And Allah is the All-Knower of everything.” [AI-Fath (48): 26] 

And the statement of Taqwa (piety and fear of Allah) is La ildha illAllah 
because it protects the one who states it sincerely for Allah from the 
Fire and because it necessitates righteous actions since Taqwa is actions 
of righteousness and obedience; this statement necessitates all actions of 
righteousness and obedience, hence it is the statement of Taqwa. 


Also, it is (named) the ‘ Un\’atul-Wuthqd ' (the most trustworthy 
handhold) just as Allah the Most High states: 

> i ^ o '•> 1 S l OjJaJLj I JjlS ^ j 


,* r * A 

^ C* 4 


a 


“Whoever disbelieves in taghut (all that is worshiped besides 
Allah) and believes in Allah, then he has grasped the most 
trustworthy handhold that will never break. And Allah is All- 
Hearer, All-Knower.” [Al-Baqarah (2):256] 


‘Disbelieves in taghut and believes in Allah 1 - this is the meaning of 
La ildha illAllah , that he disbelieves in the taghut - this is the meaning of 
Laa ildha , and he believes in Allah - this is the meaning of illAllah. 
Therefore the meaning of disbelieving in the taghut and believing in 
Allah is the requirement of La ildha illAllah , and due to that, it is titled 
the ‘ Urwatul-Wuthqa \ 

It is also, just as the Shaykh stated, the divider between disbelief and 
Islam; therefore whoever states it with knowledge of its meaning, 
carrying out its requirements, becomes a Muslim; and whoever refuses to 
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The Explanation 


state it, or states it but does not know its meaning or says it but does not 
act by its requirements, he is not a Muslim until he knows it meaning and 
acts by its requirements, both outwardly and inwardly. 

These are the names of La ilaha ill Allah: the statement of sincerity, the 
statement of Taqwa, the Urwatul-Wuthqa and the divider between 
disbelief and Islam. Many people do not pay attention to the requirements 
of this statement yet they are frequent in articulating it and remembering 
Allah by it, like the Sufis who have morning and evening portions (of 
remembrances and supplications) in which La ilaha illAllah is repeated 
thousands of times, yet they supplicate to other than Allah; therefore it 
does not benefit them at all because they do not act by its requirements; 
they state it, recite it in their (morning and evening) portions and repeat it, 
yet they supplicate to the dead, they seek help from the buried and obey 
the Shaykhs of the TarTqahs who legislate for them acts of worship which 
neither Allah or His Messenger M legislated; hence they do not take their 
laws from the Messenger they only take it from their Shaykhs ; so they 
are frequent in their articulation of La ilaha illAllah morning and evening 
but their articulations of it does not enrich them at all, nor does it benefit. 

And from the Sufis are those who do not articulate the statement 
completely, they claim that they have become the most selected ones of 
those selected; they do not say La ilaha illAllah , rather they say “ Allah 
Allah ”. This is their dhikr (remembrance) - they repeat “Allah Allah 
Allah ” even though it is necessary to express it in a beneficial sentence; 
as for “ Allah Allah ”, then is it purely a name which does not benefit 
(when merely repeated); and some of them do not utter the Magnificent 
Name {Allah), rather he will say: “ Huwa Huwa Huwa” {[) which is an 
absent particular, and this does not benefit anything because he is playing 
with this statement {La ilaha illAllah ); therefore it is obligatory to make 
note of these matters because the Shaytan, when he learnt that this 
statement is the statement of Islam and that the people were eager in 
articulating it and remembering (Allah) by it, he turned them away from il 
with these tricks and came to them with these whispers {waswas), and 
said to them: 


1 Lit. ‘He, He, He... ’ 
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The Explanation The Text 


And it is the statement of Taqwa , the ' Urwat-ul-Wuthqa , and it is what 
Ibrahim made a Word lasting among his offspring , that they may turn 
hack} 2] 


“say: "Allah Allah ’ or say: "Huwa Huwa and some of them do not 
articulate it by saying v4//a/7 or Huwa , he only says it with his heart; all of 
this is games from the Shaytan, therefore it is obligatory to make note of 
this. 

And from the people, are those who Shaytan has made heedless of the 
words La ilaha ill Allah, he rarely says it, he does not remember Allah by 
it except a little and he does not repeat it even though it is heavy on the 
scales as occurs in ‘Kitab-ut-Tawhid \ that if it was placed on a (scale) 
pan, and the heavens and the earth and that which they contain, other than 
Allah, were put on a (scale) pan, the scale would surely lean to La ilaha 
ill Allah for it is heavier than the heavens and the earth and that which 
they (the creation) contain other than Allah because it is a great 
statement; however few are those who pay attention to it, bring it to mind, 
or habituate their tongues in articulating and repeating it, except those 
whom Allah gives success. 


[2] This is the statement La ilaha illAllah which Ibrahim meant in 
His saying: 


> ;4jjl l£A|I 




“Verily, I am innocent of what you worship, except Him (i.e. Allah 
Alone I worship none) Who did create me...” [Az-Zukhruf 
(43):26-27| 


This is the meaning of La ilaha illAllah. “Verily, I am innocent (of 
what you worship).” Laa ilaha - This means negation; “...except 
Him (i.e. Allah) Who did create me...” This means affirmation - 
illAllah . 

And he made it... [Az-Zukhruf (43):28] 
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Meaning: Ibrahim made this statement (La ilaha illAllah): 

^ 4 <3L 4^j5f 

“...a Word lasting among his offspring...” [Az-Zukhruf (43):28] 

i.e. to his descendants, so there remains among them those who say La 
ilaha illAllah', they did not all leave it, and they did not all commit Shirk , 
rather, among them are those who say it and are steadfast upon it, even if 
the number is small or it is solitary; then when Muhammad M was 
commissioned (with Prophethood), he was sent with this statement; he M 
said: “1 have been commanded to fight the people until they say La ilaha 
illAllah , then if they say it, their blood and wealth will be protected from 
me except for what is rightful, and their accounting will be upon 
Allah.”' 2 ’ 


Thus, the Messenger M was sent with La ilaha illAllah and it is the 
statement which his grandfather Ibrahim made “a word lasting”, and 
Muhammad M was from the progeny of Ibrahim; and Allah sent him with 
it, calling the people to it and fighting them with respect to it, therefore it 
is a tremendous statement; 

“that they may turn back (i.e. to repent to Allah or receive 
admonition).” [Az-Zukhruf (43):28] 


Meaning: They return to it. And by the commission of Muhammad M, 
many of the descendants of Ibrahim $0 returned to it. The Messenger M 
was sent with this statement, the call to it, actualising it and acting by it; 
in-fact, all the Messengers were sent with it; Allah the Most High said: 

i~a ^ s S 9* 


“And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (community, nation) 
a Messenger (proclaiming): ‘Worship Allah (Alone), and avoid (or 
keep away from) taghut (all false deities).’” [An-Nahl (16):36| 


2 Reported by al-BukharT (1399), Muslim (20) and others with slight variances in wording. This 
particular version is reported by an-Nasa‘T in al-Kubra (3424). 
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And the objective is not saying it with the tongue while being ignorant 
of its meaning 131 for the hypocrites say it, 


This is the meaning of La ilaha illAllah : “Worship Allah (Alone), and 
avoid (or keep away from) taghut (all false deities).” This is the 
meaning of negation and affirmation. 


° ^ 




Oj-bpli b'l All] ^ /Ail aJI jS V] J \yS) & & UL.31 bj ^ 


And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad 
M) but We revealed to him (saying) La ilaha ilia Ana (none has the 
right to be worshipped but I [Allah]) so worship Me (Alone and 
none else).” [Al-Anbiya’ (21):25[ 


AilJ jAj! ijjjjl £)i ^cob_P ^ i-t ja\ ^jjJb a 53 iLJI 


* 0 t ^ £ 

OjAj li bl 


“He sends down the angels with the Ruh (revelation) of His 
Command to whom of His slaves - The Prophets and Messengers - He 
wills (saying): ‘Warn mankind that La ilaha ilia Ana (none has 
the right to be worshipped but I [Allah]), so fear Me (by 
abstaining from sins and evil deeds).’” [An-Nahl (16):2[ 


All the Messengers were sent with La ilaha illAllah, however, Ibrahim 
made it a Word lasting until the establishment of the Hour, and it 
continues among the descendants of Ibrahim - those who inherit this 
statement in knowledge, action and actualisation, even if the majority 
shun it. 


[3] The objective of the statement La ilaha illAllah is not saying it with 
the tongue only without understanding it; it is essential that you learn the 
meaning of La ilaha ill A Hair, as for you saying it without knowing its 
meaning, then you do not affirm what it proves and how can you affirm a 
thing you are ignorant of? Thus, it is essential that you know its meaning 
until you affirm it and you affirm with your heart what your tongue 
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articulates of it; so it is binding that you learn the meaning of La ilaha 
ill Allah, as for mere articulation of the tongue without understanding its 
meaning, then this will not benefit at all. 


Furthermore, affirmation with the heart and pronunciation with the 
tongue is not sufficient, rather, it is essential to carry out its requirement, 
and that is by making sincere worship to Allah and leaving the worship of 
all that is other than Him thus, La ilaha illAllah is a statement 
pronounced, understood and applied, not a spoken statement only. 

As for the Murji‘ah, then they say: ‘It is sufficient to say La ilaha 
illAllah ’ - or - ‘It is sufficient to say it along with affirming its meaning 
and application is not binding, whoever says it is from the people of 
Paradise, even if he does nothing from what is binding from it, even if he 
does not pray, give Zakah, make Hajj, fast, even if he does evil actions, 
major sins, adultery, stealing, drinking alcohol and doing whatever he 
wishes from the sinful actions and leaving all the acts of obedience.’ 
(This is) because according to them, La ilaha illAllah is sufficient; this is 
the madh'hab of the Murji‘ah who remove actions from the actuality of 
faith and consider actions, if they are done, then it is a blessing, and if 
they are not done, then La ilaha illAllah is sufficient according to them; 
and they seek proof with Hadlths which state whoever says La ilaha 
illAllah enters the Paradise, however the Messenger M did not restrict to 
these Hadlths, for the Messenger M had other Hadlths which limit these 
Hadlths, and it is essential that you combine between all of the speech of 
the Messenger not that you take one part from it and leave another, 
because the speech of the Messenger explains and clarifies one 
(statement) by another (statement); as for the one who takes one part and 
leaves another, then he is from the people of deviation who follow: 



“...that which is not entirely clear thereof, seeking al-fitnah (polytheism 
and trials, etc.), and seeking for its hidden meanings...” [Al-Imran (3):7| 

The Messenger $8 said: “Whoever said La ilaha illAllah and disbelieved 


11 




The Explanation 


in all that is worshipped other than Allah.. .” (3) 4 and this HadTth is 
authentic, then why are you heedless of it? And he % said: “For indeed 
Allah has forbidden the Fire from the one who says La ilaha ill Allah, 
seeking the Face of Allah thereby .’ ,(4) 


As for the one who says La ilaha ill Allah and does not disbelieve in what 
is worshipped besides Allah, and he supplicates to the Awliya’ and 
righteous people, then this does not benefit his La ilaha illAllah because 
the speech of the Messenger M explains one (statement) by another 
(statement), and limits one (statement) by another (statement), so do not 
take some of it and abandon some of it; and Allah li says: 

4,1 , A * A (t , SJ9 & t« 4 _ , . , , £ £ 

dlJlP Jjjl I fib f 


A ■> 

4Jw« 


L> 4 OiA)l LoLi *»** ^ A 


“It is He who has sent down to you (Muhammad $&) the Book (this 
Qur‘an). In it are Ayat that are entirely clear, they are the 
foundations of the Book [and those are the Ayat of al-Ahkam 
(commandments, etc.), al-Fara‘id (obligatory duties) and al- 
Hudud (legal laws for the punishment of thieves, adulterers, etc.)]; 
and others not entirely clear; so as for those in whose hearts there 
is a deviation (from the truth) they follow that which is not 
entirely clear thereof...” [Al-Imran (3):7] 


(i.e.) They take that which suits them and leave that which does not. And 
they say: “We seek proof by the Qur'an .” We say: You are not seeking 
proof by the Qur‘an; if the Qur‘an states something, then it has surely 
stated it, so then why you do take some of it and leave some of it? 

^ LLjj -Axp (j? ^ P 1 (3 Oy**-*? 13 ^ 

“...and those who are firmly grounded in knowledge say: ‘We believe 
in it; the whole of it (clear and unclear Ayat) are from our Rabb. ,n 
lAl-Imran (3):7[ 


3 Reported by Muslim (37-[23]), the remainder of the HadTth reads: “...his wealth and blood are 
protected and his reckoning is upon Allah.” 

4 Reported by al-BukharT (5401) and the wording is his and Muslim (263 - [33]). 
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(i.e. they believe in) the Muhkam (clear Ayat containing commandments, 
obligatory duties and capital punishments) and its Mutashabah 
(ambiguous Ayat); they refer its Mutashabah to the Muhkam, and explain, 
limit and determine by it. As for those who take the Mutashabah and 
leave the Muhkam, then this is the way of the people of deviation; so 
those who take the Hadlth that “whoever says La ilaha ill Allah will enter 
the Paradise ;” (5) and limit themselves to it, and they do not refer to the 
clear Hadiths in which there is the confinement and detail, then they are 
the people of deviation. 

Therefore, it is obligatory on the student of knowledge, that he knows this 
tremendous principle (i.e. limiting what requires limiting), because it is 
the compriser of the Deen and foundation of the Millah (i.e. Islam); the 
objective is not that you take an Ayah or Hadlth and abandon other than 
it, rather the objective is that you take the Qur‘an and Sunnah entirely; 
and likewise with the speech of the people of knowledge, when a scholar 
says a statement, you do not take it alone until you refer it back to his 
complete speech, and follow up his speeches in his writings since one will 
limit the other, this is because they are upon the way of the Book of Allah 
and the Sunnah of His Messenger M, so you refer the general to what is 
limited from their speech. 

Thus, it is obligatory on the student of knowledge that he always takes 
this principle with him, and that he is wary of the path of the people of 
deviation who take what suits them and leave what does not suit them 
from the Book and Sunnah and the statements of the scholars, and they 
sever the texts and leave the remaining statements, or they leave the 
second statement which explains the first, and they take the unclear 
statement and leave the clear statement; many of those who claim to have 
knowledge are heedless of this matter, either they intend to misguide, or it 
is out of ignorance; so it is obligatory to have awareness of these affairs, 
and that it be a foundation and a principle with the student of knowledge. 


5 Reported by Ibn Hibban (169, Shaykh ShiTayb al-Ama‘ut graded its Isnad SahTh), al-Bayhaql 
in Al-Asma' was-Sifat (175, al-HashidT graded the Hadlth SahTh) and others including al-BukharT 
and Muslim with similar wording. 
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nonetheless they (the hypocrites) are below the disbelievers in the 
lowest depth (grade) of the Fire 141 though they pray and give aims. 151 


[ 4 ] The hypocrites are those who: 


“will be in the lowest depth (grade) of the Fire...” [An-Nisa 

(4): 145] 


They manifest Islam and conceal disbelief because when the Prophet M 
migrated to Madlnah and the Muhajirun and Ansar gathered around him, 
Islam became strong and the Deen (Islam) was victorious at Badr;- that 
was the great event which spread throughout the East and West since the 
Prophet M had overcome the brave ones of Quraysh, and the Quraysh 
were the crown of the Arabs whom the people would look to, so when he 
$£ overcame them at Badr and killed their leaders, during that time, the 
hypocrites said: c We are in Madlnah between the Muhajirun and Ansar , 
and with them is the Messenger, what shall we do?’ In order to bring 
about deception, they manifested Islam in order to live with the Muslims 
and preserve their blood and wealth, and they were not with the 
Messenger H except outwardly, none knew the (deception) of the hearts 
except Allah; thus, whoever manifests Islam, we accept it from him until 
he manifests what is contrary to what is apparent. 


And they would say La ilaha illAllah and testify outwardly to the 
Messenger-ship of the Messenger (ig), just as Allah the Most High said: 




\j cLbl wCpio l^Jli (J jfl 1 jJclri lil 



*Jl£\ . 





’ i \ ' 
43 ] 


“When the hypocrites come to you (O Muhammad H) they say: 
‘We bear witness that you are indeed the Messenger of Allah.’ 
Allah knows that you are indeed His Messenger and Allah bears 
witness that the hypocrites are liars indeed. They have made their 
oaths a junnalt (screen for their hypocrisy).” |A1-Munafiqun 
(63): 1-2| 


Jiinnah means a cover which is veiled with, so the hypocrites entered 
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Rather the objective is to say it (La ilaha ill Allah) with awareness of it 
in the heart, love for it, love for its people and hatred for whoever 
opposes it and is adverse to it 161 , 


Islam outwardly when they saw the might of the Muslims, and remained 
upon disbelief inwardly - and Allah’s refuge is sought; and due to this, 
Allah has made for them (an abode) in the lowest depths of the Fire 
below the polytheists, idol-worshippers, under the atheists, because of the 
graveness of their crime, their deception and plot: 



I 1 f. I j 1 ^ j < 


“They (think to) deceive Allah and those who believe, while they 
only deceive themselves, and perceive (it) not!” [Al-Baqarah (2):9] 


Thus, the hypocrites say La ilaha ill Allah yet they are in the lowest 
depths in the Fire, so how can you say: ‘Indeed La ilaha illAllah is 
sufficient, it is merely pronounced’ and the hypocrites are in the lowest 
depths of the Fire and they say La ilaha illAllahV. It proves that merely 
pronouncing it is not sufficient except by affirmation of the heart and 
action of the limbs. 


J5] The hypocrites pray, give charity and went out for Jihad along with 
the Messenger M outwardly, but they are hypocrites in their hearts; they 
say La ilaha illAllah but it does not benefit them. 


[6] The intent of La ilaha illAllah is saying it with the tongue, affirmation 
of the heart, action according to its requirements, loyalty to its people and 
enmity with whoever opposes it - and this is what is love for the sake of 
Allah and hate for the sake of Allah; all of this is from the requirements 
of La ilaha illAllah , and due to this, they say La ilaha illAllah has seven 
conditions; some of the scholars have poetised them by saying: 

Knowledge, Conviction, Sincerity and your Truthfulness 

along with love , Submission and acceptance of it 
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just as the Prophet said: “ Whoever says La ilaha illAllah 
sincerely..”' and in one narration: “ Sincerely from his heart ...” and 
in one narration: “Truthfully from his heart...” {6) and in another 
Hadith: “Whoever says La ilaha illAllah, and disbelieves in what is 
worshipped other than Allah.. ” l7] 


Shaykh Sa’d bin c Ateeq 6 (7) & added an eighth condition, saying: 

And in addition its eighth (condition), your disbelief in what is 

other than the Halt (Allah) from those things which have been 

deified. 

And the two pillars of La ilaha illAllah are negation and affirmation, thus 
negation is not sufficient, nor is affirmation, rather both are necessary. 


[7] “ Whoever says La ilaha illAllah sincerely (will enter al-Jannah j” (8) 
this is restriction, he did not limit it by saying “Whoever says La ilaha 
illAllah ”, rather he said: “...sincerely from his heart. ..” (9) , it is not 
sufficient to say La ilaha illAllah until that is sincerely from his heart, in 
order not to be from the hypocrites who say it with their tongues but not 
with their hearts. 


6 I was unable to find a l.ladTlh with the wording “ Whoever says La ilaha illAllah truthfully 
(sddiqun) from his heart ...” however it is reported by Ahmad (22003) with the words “ Whoever 
dies and he testified that Ld ilaha illAllah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah , 
truthfully from his heart will enter al-Jannah .” The editors of al-Musnad graded its Isndd $ahTh. 
It is also recorded by others with the same words or similar words (see Musnadal-Imam Ahmad, 
Mu ‘asasstur-Risalah, v.36, p.329-330). 

7 He is Shaykh Sa’d the son of 'AHamah Hamd al-Atlq & of Najd, Saudi Arabia. He studied from 
a number of major scholars including NadhTr Musayn ad-DihlawT, ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abdul-Latlf al 
Shaykh and Nawab Sidlq Hasan Khan. He was extremely active in da’wah, teaching, giving 
fatdwd and writing. His students include some of the major scholars of the last century, including 
Muhammad bin Ibrahim al Shaykh, Faysal al Mubarak and ‘Abdul-‘AzTz bin Baz. He died in the 
year 1349 A.H. 

s Reported by Ibn Hibban (7) and ‘ Alldmah al-AlbanT graded it Sahlh in as-Sahlhah (2355). 

Q Reported by Ibn Hibban (4), Ahmad (5/236) and others. See as-Sahlhah (2355). 
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...and other then them from the HadTths which indicate the ignorance 
of most people about this Shahddah (the testimony of La ildha 
illAllah)™ 


And “ Whoever says La ilaha ill Allah and disbelieves in what is 
worshiped besides Allah ” (,0) this is a tremendous restriction, and it is his 
saying: “ and disbelieves in what is worshiped ’ because many say La 
ilaha ill Allah but do not abandon the worship of graves, supplicating to - 
and seeking aid from - the dead and seeking needs from other than Allah, 
for them, La ilaha illAllah does not benefit because they do not disbelieve 
in what is worshipped besides Allah. 


[ 8 ] A large number of people are ignorant of this testification, they 
consider it a mere utterance of the tongue, and many scholars do not 
understand the meaning of La ilaha illAllah yet they are scholars of Ficjh, 
scholars of Nahw , scholars of Hadith, yet many of them have no concern 
for TawhTd , or they teach the creed of the ‘ Asha'irah and scholars of 
rhetoric which is limited to Tawhid-ur-Rubiibiyyah. 

And they say La ilaha illAllah and interpret it as: 'there is no creator 
except Allah, none is able to fashion except Allah.’ This is their 
interpretation for it, they do not exceed TawhTd-ur-Rububiyyah and they 
interpret La ilaha illAllah with that which does not surpass TawhTd-ur- 
Rububiyyah, and they do not turn their attention to TawhTd-ul-Uluhiyyah , 
which is the objective of La ilaha illAllah. 


Read the creedal issues of the mutakallimun (people of rhetoric and 
philosophy), you will find that they concentrate on affirming the 
existence of Allah as if there is doubt in it, as well as acknowledging that 
He is the Creator, Provider, the Giver of life and death, etc. and they do 
not mention worship nor do they ever mention TawhTd-ul-Uluhiyyah ; this 
(alone) does not surpass the Deen of the polytheists regarding whom 
Allah said: 


I ^>tjT S'' I 1 


10 Reported by Muslim, see footnote no.3 (pg. 12) 
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The Explanation The Text 


Know that this statement is a negation and an affirmation 191 ; 


“Say (O Muhammad M): ‘Who provides for you from the sky and 
the earth? Or who owns hearing and sight? And who brings out 
the living from the dead and brings out the dead from the living? 
And who disposes the affairs?’ They will say: ‘Allah.’” [Yunus 
(10):31[ 


They affirm the Rabb but worship other than Him, 

La Mil ^ ■ Jjl yA ^ 

, 

4jj| U jLxJlZu 


“And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them not, nor 
profit them, and they say: ‘These are our intercessors with 
Allah.’” [Yunus (10): 18] 


They do not say: They (the idols) create and provide’ rather they say: 
They are intercessors and mediums for us before Allah’, therefore the 
matter is extremely dangerous; and here there is a great confusion in this 
matter, and many people have gone astray by this confusion: the one who 
purifies TawhJd and clarifies the (true) meaning of La ilaha ill Allah, they 
say: ‘this is calling the Muslims disbelievers!’ We free ourselves to Allah 
from those who call the Muslims disbelievers. We do not consider anyone 
a disbeliever except those whom Allah and His Messenger call 
disbelievers, and the one who does not realise (the true meaning of) La 
ilaha ill Allah, Allah and His Messenger (#;) have made takfir of him. 


[9] This statement has two pillars, they are: negation and affirmation, and 
negation (alone) is not enough and nor is affirmation (alone) enough, 
rather both of them together are necessary; just as Allah the Most High 
states: 





“Whoever disbelieves in taghut (false idols) and believes in 
Allah...” [Al-Baqarah (2):256| 


He did not say “disbelieves in taghut ” only, rather He said: “and 
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The Explanation The Text 


It negates the worship of other than Allah M from all the Messengers - 
including Muhammad M, and from all the Angels - including Jibrll, 
over and above other than them from the Prophets and righteous 
people; and it affirms it (worship) for Allah iife . 1101 If you understand 
that, then consider the right of worship which Allah the Most High 
affirmed for Himself, and negated that there be from it (worship) the 
weight of a mustard seed for Muhammad $t, JibrTl and other than 
them. 1111 


believes in Allah” and He did not say: “whoever believes in Allah” 
without mentioning disbelief in taghiit, both are necessary. 


[ 10 ] “It negates the worship of everything other than Allah” from the 
creation, even if he was from the most pious of the pious people, and the 
best of men is Muhammad jg, the best of Angels is Jibnl (&B), and even 
with this, if somebody was to worship JibrTl or Muhammad (gg), then he 
would be a polytheist, a permanent occupant of the Fire, because Allah is 
not pleased that anyone is associated with Him as a partner, not from the 
Angels or Prophets or righteous, nor from the trees or stones, and due to 
this. He states: 

I -lo-l 3.5tlxj 

“and associate none as a partner in the worship of his Rabb." [AI- 
Kahf (18):110| 

“none” this is general. 

As > ^ 

ijSyda 1ml ijjuplj § 

“Worship Allah and join no thing with Him in worship.” [An-Nisfl 
(4):36| 

“thing” (meaning) anything at all. This is a general negation, and the 
thing being negated is indefinite, and (in the Arabic language) the 
indefinite thing covers everything when the context is one of negation. 
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The Explanation 


...[ I I ] The meaning of Uluhiyyah is worship, and regarding this, many 
have erred in the interpretation of La ilaha illAllah and have explained it 
in a way other than it should be interpreted, including: 

(i) The interpretation of La ilaha illAllah by the people of Wahdat-ul- 
Wujud (the pantheists). The people of Wahdat-ul- Wujud, Ibn ‘Arabiy and 
his followers, interpret La ilaha illAllah as: there is no object of worship 
except Allah or: there is nothing worthy of worship which exists except 
Allah; the meaning of this is that all things worshipped are Allah because 
according to them, existence is not divided into Creator and creation, all 
of it is Allah. The people of Wahdat-ul- Wujud make the existence single 
and they do not divide it, all of it is Allah; whatever thing man worships, 
then he has worshipped Allah, he who worships the cows, or idol, or 
stone, or man, or Angels - all of them worship Allah because Allah is the 
absolute existence. 


And the one who says: ‘the existence is divided into the Creator and 
creation,’ they say about him: ‘indeed this man is a polytheist’. He is not 
a monotheist according to them, except he who says: ‘the existence is one 
thing, which is Allah.’ So whatever you worship from this creation, from 
trees, stones, idols or tawaghit (false deities), then you have worshipped 
Allah because this (according to them) is Allah; and in relation to this, 
some of the common people have erred, saying: ‘There is no existence 
but You (Allah),’ but if one was to say: ‘There is nothing worthy of 
worship in truth except You,’ (it would be correct); yet he conforms to 
the people of Wahdat-ul- Wujud, but if he was to add the word ‘in truth’, 
he would be correct because what is worshipped other than Allah is futile 
as He the Most High states: 



wXj La 


I J I jJk I 




“That is because Allah - He is the Truth (the only True God of all 
that exists. Who has no partners or rivals with Him), and what 
they (the polytheists) invoke besides Him, it is batil (falsehood). 
And verily, Allah - He is the Most High, the Most Great. [Al-Hajj 
(22):62| 
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The Explanation 


(ii) The interpretation of La ilaha illAllah by the scholars of rhetoric. The 
scholars of rhetoric interpret La ilaha illAllah as: ‘none is able to invent, 
create, control or originate except Allah,’ and this is not correct. This 
corresponds to the Deen of the polytheists for they said: ‘None is able to 
create except Allah, none can give life except Allah, none can cause death 
except Allah and none can provide except Allah;’ and this is Tawhid ar- 
Rububiyyah. 

(iii) The interpretation of La ilaha illAllah according to the Jahmiyyah 
and Mu’tazilah , and those who traverse on their methodology is: to 
negate the Names and Attributes (of Allah) because according to them, 
whoever affirms the Names and Attributes (of Allah), is a polytheist, and 
Tawhid according to them is negating the Names and Attributes (of 
Allah). 

(iv) The interpretation of the present-day Hizbis and Ikhwams they say 
La ilaha illAllah means: there is no Hakimiyvah (authority of governance) 
except (for) Allah, and Hakimiyyah as they claim, is a part of the meaning 
of La ilaha illAllah because its meaning is inclusive of every type of act 
of worship. 

So we say to them: and where is the rest of the acts of worship? Where is 
the Ruku \ the Sujud , sacrificing (sacrificial animals), making vows and 
the remaining acts of worship?! Is worship Hakimiyyah only when its (i.e. 
La ilaha illAllah ) meaning according to you is only Hakimiyyah? And 
where do you negate it {La ilaha illAllah ) from the types of Shirk? O 
SubhdnAllah! 

Attention to these matters is necessary because this is a tremendous 
statement; it is a saviour from the Fire for whoever actualises it and all of 
the Deen (of Islam) is built upon it, from its beginning to its end; and the 
call of the Messengers and the Revealed Books were all built upon this 
statement. 

(v) The interpretation (of La ilaha illAllah) by Ahlus-Sunnah wal- 
Jamaah \ that La ilaha illAllah means: ‘there is none worthy of worship 
in truth except Allah.’ because the things which are worshipped are many, 
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So know that this Uluhiyyah is what the general public in our time 
refer to (out of their ignorance) as 'sir' (secret) and 'wi lay ah' 
(friendship) 1121 ; and the meaning of ‘Hah’ (according to them) is ‘ wall 
who holds a secret’, and he is the one they refer to as faqTr (poor) and 
shaykh 1,31 and the general public (also) call him sayyid and what is 
similar to this. 1141 


but the thing truly worthy of worship is Allah alone, and all that is 
worshipped besides Him is futile just as Allah the Most High states: 


« 


> 




% * 




ji ^Jv 5 

“That is because Allah - He is the Truth (the only True God of all 
that exists, Who has no partners or rivals with Him), and what 
they (the polytheists) invoke besides Him, it is batil (falsehood). 
And verily, Allah - He is the Most High, the Most Great. |A1-Haii 
( 22 ): 62 | 


[ I 2] Meaning: they believe it ( Uluhiyyah ) is in reference to the Awliya’ 
and they say: “With this Waliy is a ‘secret’ and ‘wilayah thus, they 
seek nearness to him by sacrificing (sacrificial animals), making vows, 
supplicating and seeking aid because with him is a ‘secret’ and 'wilayah'. 


[13] The Sufis call the worshipper 'Shaykh’, i.e. the Shaykh of the 
Tariqah from whom they take their Deerv, and the one who takes the 
Tariqah from the Shaykh is called 'Murid’ and he is with his Shaykh like 
the dead is in the hands of the one bathing him, he is not allowed to object 
to anything. 


[14] And they call their scholars 'Sayyid’ and 'Shaykh’, hence it is 
necessary (according to them) to pledge allegiance to him and concede 
your affair to him, thus you may not object nor oppose anything, and if 
you do, you are not a Murid with him. 
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And that is, (because) they think that Allah has made a station to Him 
for a special group of people, and that it is pleasing (to Him) for 
people to seek shelter with them, hope in them, seek help from them 
and make them a medium between them and Allah." 51 Those who 
claim from the people of Shirk in our times that they (the Shaykhs) are 
their mediums are those whom the initial (polytheists of Makkah) 
called alihah (pi. of ilah - gods), and the medium is the ilah l,6] ; 


[15] They say: ‘Indeed Allah made from the creation exclusive people 
whom it is permissible to seek refuge with, and their supplication and 
imploring by them is based on them being intercessors before Allah and 
they seek nearness to Him.’ This is what they are upon, they do not say: 

They are partners with Allah.’ Instead they say: ‘They are intercessors 
before Allah and seek nearness to Him, because Allah has selected them 
due to their goodness and Taqwa, so they have become middle-men 
between the slaves and Allah,’ - High above is Allah from what they say 
(!) - so due to this, they seek nearness towards the living and the dead 
with acts of worship. And they say: ‘The seeking of nearness to them is 
like the seeking of nearness to Allah, whoever seeks nearness to his 
Shaykh, he gains nearness to Allah.’ 




^3 ('-Aa 3 ?. y Mil „ • ^ yS jjJcJuj 
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“And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them not, nor 
profit them, and they say: ‘These are our intercessors with 
Allah.’” [Yunus (10):18J 


Shaytan toys with them to this extent. 


[16] The early polytheists would worship them and call them Alihah 
(gods), hence when the Messenger of Allah M said to them: say La i/aha 
illAllah, they said: 


0^ JjlJajlj . L-jL>Lp lj_LA (jJ \jLc*'j 
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“‘Has he made the alihah (gods) (all) into One Ilah (God - Allah). 
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The Explanation The Text 


so a man saying La ilaha illAllah nullifies all mediums. 1171 And if you 
desire to know this with a complete awareness, then that is (achieved) 
by (knowing) two matters: 


1 he First (Matter) is that you know that the disbelievers whom the 
Prophet f* fought, killed, permitted their wealth and legalised their 
women, would affirm for Allah — Exalted is He — His oneness in 
Rububiyyah, and that is that none creates, sustains, gives life, causes 
death or controls all affairs except Allah alone, just as Allah the Most 
High said: 


eUjLjf jtSoji t -jA 
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Verily, this is a curious thing!’ And the leaders among them went 
about (saying): ‘Go on, and remain constant to your alihah 
(gods)!’” [Sad (38):5-6| 


They (the polytheists) called them (the idols): alihah. 

4 Ir^AJ ( 3 jhu 3 jjA; 'jj Iclj- % Ii 3 Oj 4 j q< jX> *3 1^1133 


“And they have said: ‘You shall not leave your gods {alihah): nor 
shall you leave Wadd, nor Suwa’, nor Yaghuth, nor Ya‘flq, nor 
Nasr (these are the names of their idols).” [Nuh (71):23J 


The early ones called them alihah (gods) but the later ones who claim to 
be Muslims call them mediums and intercessors only, and they do not call 
them alihah (gods), yet they refer to the same thing even if the words 
differ, because consideration is given to the reality of a thing, 
consideration is not given to words and technical terms. 


[17] La ilaha illAllah nullifies all that is worshipped besides Allah 
regardless of whether it is called a medium or an intercessor or alihah 
(gods); for La ilaha illAllah negates all that is worshipped besides Allah 
whatever name it is called. 
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“Say (O Muhammad M): ‘Who provides for you from the sky and 
from the earth? Or who owns hearing and sight? And who brings 
out the living from the dead and brings out the dead from the living? 
And who disposes the affairs?’ They will say: ‘Allah. ’ say: ‘Willyou 
not then be afraid of Allah’s punishment (for setting up rivals in 
worship with Allah)?”’ [YQnus (10):31| [iel 

And this is a magnificent, tremendous and important matter, and it is 
that you understand that the disbelievers whom the Messenger of 
Allah gg fought testified to and affirmed all of this, yet that did not 
enter them into the fold of Islam, nor did it sanctify their blood or 
wealth, and they would also give alms, make Hajj, ‘Umrah, worship 
and leave things from the forbidden matters out of fear of Allah Jfe. 1191 

However, the Second Matter is that which made them disbelievers, 
(and) permitted their blood and wealth is: that they did not testify to 
the oneness of Allah in worship along with the oneness of 
Rubiibiyyah l20 \ 


[ I 8] Nowadays, the grave-worshippers say: ‘as long as he recognises 
that Allah is the Creator, Provider, the One Who causes life and death, the 
One Who controls the affairs, then he is a Muslim.’ In that case, what is 
the meaning of La ilaha illAlldh?\ It does not have a meaning according 
to them because the polytheists say what they (the grave-worshippers) 
say! 


[ I 9] This is a tremendous matter and very important and few give 
attention to it because they say: ‘whoever affirms Tawhid-ur-Rububiyyah 
is a Muslim.’ And the polytheists during the period of Jahiliyyah used to 
affirm Tawhid-ur-Rububiyyah, and they did acts of worship such as 
charity and Hajj. Thus, they would perform Hajj and ‘Umrah and say: 
‘none creates, provides, gives life and causes death except Allah.’ They 
recognised Tawhid-ur-Rububiyyah and they would perform some acts of 
worship but when they did not make worship purely for Allah alone, 
instead worshipping Allah and others with Him, they became polytheists. 
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and it (i.e. the oneness of Allah in worship) is that supplication and 
hope is not placed on anything except Allah alone without partners 1211 ; 
and none is sought help from other than Him, nor a sacrificial animal 
sacrificed for other than Him, nor vowed to other than Him - not for a 
close Angel nor a commissioned Messenger; and whoever seeks help 
in other than Him, sacrifices a sacrificial animal for other than Him, 
makes a vow to other than Him or something similar, then he has 
disbelieved. 1221 

And the completion of this is that you understand that the polytheists 
whom the Messenger ot Allah $$ fought would supplicate to the 
righteous such as the Angels, Isa (Jesus), his mother and ‘Uzayr and 
other than them from the ‘Awliyd'\ so they disbelieved by that even 


...[20] Because this is what is sought, which is Tawhld-ur-Uluhiyyah: to 
single out Allah in worship and the intent is not to single out Allah with 
Tawhid-ur-Rububiyyah only. Both are absolutely necessary: TawhTd-ur- 
Rububiyyah is necessary, and it entails TawhTd-ur-Uliihiyyah; and 
TawhTd-ur-Uluhiyyah is necessary, and it incorporates TawhTd-ur- 
Rububiyyah, neither can be excluded over the other. 


[2 I ] Meaning: Tawhld-ur-UIuhiyyah includes all types of worship, so 
nothing from it should be directed to other than Allah because He is 
worthy ot it (alone). Therefore, whoever directs anything from the types 
of worship to other than Allah, then he is a polytheist, even if he says La 
daha illAllah, and even if he worships Allah with the various types of 
worship; as long as he does not make all of those (acts of worship) purely 
for Allah, he is not a Muslim. 


[22] Meaning: Whoever does that, then he disbelieves, even if he says 
La ilaha illAllah because he has not actualised it, so it is contradictory. 
How can he say La ilaha illAllah and he sacrifices to other than Him 
(Allah)?! How can he say La ilaha illAllah and he seeks aid from other 
than Allah from those who are dead, the absent, the Jinns and Shay atm? 
How can he say La ilaha illAllah and he vows to other than Allah?? This 
is contradictory. 
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after their affirmation that Allah - Exalted is He - is the Creator, 
Sustainer and Controller of all affairs. 1231 

If you understand this, you will understand the meaning of La ildha 
illAllah and that whoever seeks aid ( nakha ) in a Prophet or Angel - or 
entrusts (his affairs) to them - seeks help in them, then he has exited 
from Islam and this is the disbelief which the Messenger of Allah U 
fought against. 

And if someone from the polytheists says: ‘we know that Allah is the 
Cieator, Sustainer and Controller, however the righteous people are 
close (to Allah), and we supplicate to them, make vows to them, enter 
upon them and seek help in them, and we desire by that acceptability 
and intercession; however we understand that Allah is the Creator, 
Sustainer and Controller.’ Then respond: ‘This speech of yours 
reflects the Madh hab of Abu Jahl and his like.’ 1241 


[23] The early polytheists did not all worship idols, for they differed in 
their worship, from them were those who worshiped idols, and those who 
worshipped the Angels, and those who worshiped the Prophets, and those 
who worshiped the righteous, but the Prophet % fought all of them and 
did not differentiate between them. And he did not say: ‘I do not fight 
except those who worship idols, leaving those who worshiped Uzayr, the 
Masih (‘Isa) and the righteous. The Messenger (0) did not make a 
distinction between them. 

And today, those grave worshippers say: ‘Shirk is to worship idols and 
worshiping the Awliya’ is seeking nearness to Allah and intermediation to 
Allah, it is not Shirk because Shirk is only the worship of idols.’ Yd 
SubhdnAlldh! The Messenger (*) fought them collectively: those who 
worshiped the idols, those who worshiped the Angels, those who 
worshiped the Masih , those who worshiped Uzayr and those who 
worshiped the Awliya’ and righteous. He did not differentiate between 
them because there is no difference between them in truth. 


[24] The Shaykh addresses the scholars and the mass, and the meaning of 
‘nakha ’ in the spoken dialect is to seek aid by something. To those who 
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Indeed they supplicate to ‘Isa, ‘Uzayr, the Angels and ‘ Awliyd ’ 
desiring by that - as Allah the Most High states: 


i <$j j 115jjjii ^J 




“...and those who take ‘Awliya’ (protectors and helpers) besides Him 
(say): ‘We Worship them only that they may bring us near to 
Allah. [Az-Zumar (39):3] 


And He the Most High said: 

Sfj p-*jrv al ^ U &\ „ ■ )Q ^ jJj 


y tf-r - ,, f 

^ <U)I 

“...a/irf they worship besides Allah things that hurt them not, nor 
profit them, and they say: ‘These are our intercessors with Allah.”’ 
[YOnus (10):18| [251 


deny that supplicating to the righteous is Shirk, saying ‘the purpose of it 
is to seek intercession by them before Allah,’ it is said: ‘This speech of 
yours is the way ol Abu Jahl, Abu Lahab and their likes because they 
said, none creates, none provides, none gives life and none controls the 
affairs except Allah, and we take these Alihah (idols) in order to gain 
closeness to Allah,’ just as Allah said about them: 
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“And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them not, nor 
profit them, and they say: ‘These are our intercessors with 
Allah.”’ [YQnus (10):18| 


[25] The early polytheists only intended intermediation from those 
whom they worshipped along with Allah. They did not say: ‘indeed they 
create and provide. They only said: ‘indeed those are intercessors for 11 s 
before Allah,’ they would say ‘this is magnification of Allah.’ 
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Then, when you have considered this with a complete consideration, 
and you know that the disbelievers testified to the oneness of 
Rububiyyah for Allah, and that He is singled out with Creating, 
Sustaining and Controlling, yet they sought aid in Isa, the Angels and 
‘Awliya ’ intending that they would bring them closer to Allah and 
intercede for them to Him; and you know that from the disbelievers - 
the Christians from them in particular - worship Allah day and night, 
they live abstinently in the world and give alms from what comes to 
them from it, secluded in hermitages away from the people 1261 , and 
despite this they arc disbelievers, enemies to Allah, damned to eternity 
in the Fire due to their creed in (the false divinity) of ‘Isa or ‘Uzayr or 
other than them from the ‘Awliya’, supplicating, sacrificing sacrificial 
animals or vowing to one of them, it will become apparent to you the 
manner of Islam which your Prophet Muhammad % called to, and it 
will become clear to you that many people are disconnected from it, 
and it will become evident to you the meaning of his (fj) statement: 
“Islam began as something strange, and it will eventually become 
something strange just as it began .” (l 1 >l271 


[26] The monks from the Christians worship day and night and cry (in 
worship), yet they say that the MasTh is the son of Allah or that Allah is 
the MasTh, the son of Maryam (Mary) or the third of the three (i.e. the 
trinity), they cry and they worship but it does not benefit them because 
they do not purify their worship for Allah jfe, so the worshipers of the 
graves today are like them. 

[27] The correct Islam is strange today, as for the claimed Islam, then the 
Muslims today have grown over a billion. However, the correct Islam is 
strange. If the Islam of this billion was correct, no-one on earth would 
stand before them! And the Jews, who are the brothers of monkeys and 
pigs who were covered with humiliation and misery (see al-Qur ‘an 5:60), 
today they are dominating over the Muslim lands, yet the Muslims who 
were with the Prophet M in Badr, their number was 310 or so, what did 
they do? And the Sahabah, in proportion to the people of the earth, how 
many were they? But along with that, they conquered the lands, they over 


" Reported by at-Tirmidhi (2629) and Ibnu Majah (3988). ‘Allamah al-AlbanT collected its 
routes and wordings and graded it Sahih in as-Sahihah (1273). 
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O Allah! O Allah! My brothers! Cling to the foundation of your Deen 
(Islam), its first and its last, its base and its head: the testimony that La 
ilaha illAllah, and understand its meaning, love it and love its people 
and make them your brothers even if they are far away; and disbelieve 
in the taghiit (all that is worshipped other than Allah), have enmity 
with them and hate them, and hate whomsoever loves them or argues 
on behalf of them or does not consider them disbelievers, or says: 
‘nothing is upon me regarding them’ or says: ‘Allah has not charged 
me with them’ for he has lied upon Allah and committed slander, for 
Allah the Most High has charged him with them, and obliged upon 
him to reject them and dissociate from them, even if they are their 
brothers or children. O Allah! O Allah! My brothers! Cling to that so 
that you may meet your Rabb while not associating any partners with 
Him. O Allah! Make us die as Muslims and join us with the 
Righteous. 

And we complete the speech with an Ayah Allah the Most High 
mentioned in His Book which will clarify to you that the polytheists 
from the people in our time are greater in disbelief than those whom 
the Messenger of Allah M fought. 1281 


-threw Kasra and Qaysar and prevailed over the entire world, all because 
they were Muslims following the correct Islam, it was not the Islam of 
claiming. 


[28] The disbelief of the people of our time is greater than the disbelief 
of the early polytheists, greater than the disbelief of Abu Jahl and Abu 
Lahab! This is because the polytheists would commit Shirk in times of 
ease and be sincere (to Allah in worship) during times of difficulty, for 
they knew none can save during times of difficulty except Allah. As for 
the polytheists of our time, then they commit shirk more in times of 
difficulty than they do in times of ease, for when they fall into difficulty, 
they call upon their objects of worship. Each of them calls upon his object 
of worship to save him from drowning in the sea, to save him from this- 
or-that; whenever the danger grows, the Shirk increases with them; thus, 
they are worse than the early polytheists and refuge is sought with Allah! 
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The Explanation The Text 


Allah the Most High said: 


(Jj ^ ^ fys _y>«~jT (j Jrvtaji lit) 


(jKj 


“and when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call upon 
besides Him vanish from you except Him (Allah Alone), but when 
He brings you safely to land, you turn away (from Him); and man is 
ever ungrateful [Al-Isra’ (17):67] 


Thus, Allah has mentioned about the disbelievers that when they were 
afflicted by harm, they would abandon their masters and Shaykhs, 
hence they would not supplicate to anyone from them, nor did they 
seek help in them, rather they were sincere to Allah alone without 
partners, and they sought help from Him alone, but when they were in 
a state of well-being, they would associate partners (with Allah). 

And you see the polytheists among the people of our time, and 
perhaps some of them claim that they are from the people of 
knowledge, and he practises abstinence (from worldly matters), 
exertion and worship; when he is inflicted with harm, he stands 
seeking help from other than Allah, for example: Ma’ruf or ‘Abdul- 
Qadir al-Jllanl, and those who are more noble than them, such as Zayd 
bin al-Khattab and Zubayr (bin al-‘Awam), and more noble than them ; 
such as the Messenger of Allah M, and we seek aid with Allah! And 
what is graver than that, and more engulfing, is that they seek help 
with the tawdgh.it , disbelievers and apostates such as Shamsan, Idris - 
and it was said he was al-Ashqar - Yusuf and their likes, and Allah 
knows best. 1291 


All the perfect praises are for Allah in the beginning and end, and may 
Allah make good mention of, and bestow peace upon, our Prophet 
Muhammad, his family and all his Companions... Amin. 


[29] He is Ma’ruf al-Karkhi, from the famous Awliya’ of Iraq, whom the 
grave-worshipers worship, and ‘Abdul-Qadir al-JTlanT, is an Imam from 
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The Explanation 


the Imams of the classic Hanbah scholars, and he is a magnificent Imam, 
when he died, they (the grave-worshipers) began to believe that he could 
benefit and harm, so they built (a shrine) over his grave; and the Sufis, 
they took him as an Imam lor the followers of one Sufi tarlqah are known 
by the name Qadiriyyah, yet he is far from them &, for he is well-known 
for his goodness, uprightness, knowledge and Taqwa ; he was from the 
major members of the madh'hab of Imam Ahmad, and he has a well- 
known book entitled ‘al-Ghuniyyah’. 

‘Zayd bin al-Khattab’ was a great companion (of the Messenger of Allah 
^S), the brother of Umar bin al-Khattab y . He was killed in Yamamah 
and his grave is there, upon it was a dome, so when Shaykh Muhammad 
(bin Abdul-Wahhab) came, he took the dome down and it has never 
been erected since, and all praise belongs to Allah, and it will never be 
erected insha ’Allah. 

‘Az-Zubayr bin al-‘Awwam - the disciple of the Messenger of Allah 
M, and they (i.e. az-Zubayr, Zayd bin al-Khattab and his like) are 
‘Awliya’ and Sahabah whom the grave-worshippers worship, but they do 
not suffice with worshiping them, instead they (also) worship the 
tawaghJt, disbelievers and apostates from the magicians, clairvoyants, 
liberals and pantheists who say: ‘whoever abandons the commands and 
prohibitions (of the SharVah ), then he is close to Allah, and is not in need 
of the commands and prohibitions, they are only for the mass, as for him, 
then he has connected to Allah and is not in need of nothing. 

‘Shamsan, Idris and Yusuf refers to tawdgh.it who were in Riyadh before 
the appearance of the call of Shaykh (Muhammad bin ‘Abdul-Wahhab), 
thus, when the Shaykh appeared and established the Jihad in the path of 
Allah and captured Riyadh, they (the Muslims) removed the idols from it 
and from other than it, and all praise belongs to Allah. 02 ’ 


And the translation of this treatise was completed 14/10/10 and all praise and thanks is due to 
Allah - Abu Fatimah. 


32 







